
1 
 

British Study Centres, Brighton 

CLIL (Content and Language Integrated Learning) course 
From 11th to 22nd of   July 2011 

 
 

Notes taken by: 
Nathalie Bontempelli : Biology and Geology teacher-Lycée Guillaume le Conquérant - 76 Lillebonne 
nathalie.bontempelli@cegetel.net ,nathalie.bontempelli@ac-rouen.fr 
Christine Genuist : Physics and Chemistry teacher - Lycée Jean Monnet ς 34 Montpellier  
genuist.christine@neuf.fr 
 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƳŀŘŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ζ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ŘΩ9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ Ŝǘ ŘŜ CƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ¢ƻǳǘ ŀǳ [ƻƴƎ ŘŜ ƭŀ 
Vie » and the financial help from the European Commission.  
Only Nathalie Bontempelli and Christine Genuist are accountable for the enclosed observations. 

 
Day 1:  
page 2 : INTRODUCTION TO A CLIL LESSON  
 

Day 2:  
page 6 : TECHNIQUES for INTERACTIVE LEARNING in the CLIL classroom in a content based lesson     
page 9 : MANAGEMENT TECHNIQUES 
 

Day 3:  
page 10 : RECEPTIVE SKILLS: running a READING lesson 
page 15 : DISCOURSE ANALYSIS   
 

Day 4:  
page 18 : CHECKING UNDERSTANDING- !b¢L/Lt!¢LbD {¢¦59b¢Ω{ twh.[9a{         
page 25 : PRESENTING VOCABULARY 
 

Day 5:  
page 30 : RECEPTIVE SKILLS: running a LISTENING lesson  
page 36 : PRESENTATION LANGUAGE 
 

Day 6:  
page 38 : PHONOLOGY   
page 43 : LANGUAGE IMPROVEMENT: an OVERVIEW of TENSES 
page 46 : Lb¢9wb9¢ w9{h¦w/9{Υ ά/[L[ [9{{hb{έ 
 

Day 7:  
page 47 : ADAPTING and EXPLOITING TEXTS     
page 50 : RECORDING, RECYCLING or TESTING VOCABULARY 
 

Day 8:  
page 54 : GETTING STUDENTS SPEAKING    
page 57 : LANGUAGE IMPROVEMENT: THE PASSIVE VOICE 
 

Day 9:  
page 59 : PROCESS WRITING-IDEAS for WRITING ACTIVITIES    
page 64 : INTERNET WEBSITES : « CLIL LESSON SUPPORTS » 
 

Day 10:  
page 65 : LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT: MODALITY   
page 68 : Maths: DATA; TABLES; BAR AND LINE GRAPHS 

mailto:nathalie.bontempelli@cegetel.net
mailto:nathalie.bontempelli@ac-rouen.fr
mailto:genuist.christine@neuf.fr


2 
 

INTRODUCTION    day 1 

 

The 4 Cs Teaching Frameworks: 4 areas 

 

 
Content: subject, matter, project, theme, topic 

 
Communication: language: 

- Language of learning: vocabulary, key phrases, tenses, describing 
- Language for learning: instructions, language for discussing, arguing, debating, 

writing, project work. 
- Language through learning:  presentation, presenting evidence, extending 

research, taking discussions further.                      

 
Cognition: thinking skills (skills of analysing, reflecting, problem solving (motivating factor)). 

        

 
 
The task must not be too difficult ; you have to choose which one will be the most difficult, 
the task or the language. 

 
Cultural awareness 

 



3 
 

Example of a simple CLIL LessonΥ  ά5ǊŀǿƛƴƎ ŀ ōŜŜέ 
 

1) We split in groups of 4. 
2) The teacher asks everybody to draw a bee. 
3) We have to talk about what we know about bees. 

4) Echoing : 
The teacher prepared sentences about bees, he reads a sentence twice. 
One pupil of each group repeats it at the same time: echoing 
The rest of the group repeats it, all together at the same time: echoing.......... 
5) The teacher reads the sentences again and writes one or two key words for each sentence on 

the board. 
6) We have to complete, to fill the sentences that include the words written on the board. 
7) The teacher checks if the work is well done. 

 
Ĕ Key-points : 
1) Warming up 
2) Activating the vocabulary we already know 
3) Pronunciation 
4) Visualizing the keywords 

 
 

Honey bees 

 
1. Honey bees are insects. 
2. So they have six legs. 

3. And two pairs of wings. 

4. They have five eyes. 

5. They can fly at about 25 kph. 

6. When they sting something they die. 

7. The females are called worker bees. 

8. The males are called drones. 

9. The average hive holds around 50,000 bees. 

10. They have existed for around 30 million years. 

 

Honey bees 

 
1.                                                       insects. 

2. So                         six  
3. And          pairs of  

4.                                 eyes. 

5.                                                   kph. 

6.                    sting  

7.         females  

8.                                    drones. 

9.     average                               50,000 bees. 

10.                                                  30 million years. 
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In a CLIL lesson you have three stages: 
 
 

- Engage stage :  
 
How to engage the student?  Propose a warm-up activity: 
 

- matching 
- drawing 
- questions 
- situation, story 
- pictures 

 
 

- Study stage: 
- [ƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎΣ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΣ ŜŎƘƻƛƴƎΧΦΦ 

 
We use the language to solve a problem, to learn the new vocabulary 
 
 

- Activate stage:  
 
We use what we have learnt 
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TECHNIQUES for INTERACTIVE LEARNING in the CLIL classroom 
in a content based lesson    day 2 

 
 
Example :  άIŀƴƴƛōŀƭ ŎǊƻǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ !ƭǇǎέ 
 

1) Pair work (A and B): A and B have 2 different pictures showing Hannibal crossing the Alps, A and 
B ask questions to each other to find out the differences.  
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2) Pair work : A and B have a list of passwords about the pictures. E.g.: A defines a word, B has to 
find it. 

Password Partner A: 
Snow 
Soldiers 
Attack 
Death 
Animals 

Password Partner B: 
Danger 
Journey 
Hungry 
Mountains 
Italy 

 
3) Discussion in groups about the problem crossing the Alps. The teacher writes the ideas on the 

board. 
 

4) Pair works: A and B have the same text with different words missing. E.g: A asks questions to 
find the keywords and fill the gaps. 

Hannibal crosses the Alps. (Words to find, partner A) 
{ƻƳŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻŦ IŀƴƴƛōŀƭΩǎ ŎǊƻǎǎƛƴƎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŜȄƛǎǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŘŀƴƎŜǊ ŎŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ !ƭƭƻōǊƻƎŜǎΣ ǿƘƻ 
attacked the rear ƻŦ IŀƴƴƛōŀƭΩǎ Ŏƻƭumn of soldiers and animals. Then Hannibal was attacked 
again by other Celtic groups. These attackers rolled heavy stones down the mountainsides onto 
the soldiers and animals below. This made the animals and soldiers panic and many of them fell 
from the narrow, dangerous paths to their deaths. Others were crushed and horribly injured. 
Hannibal lost many men and animals. There were constant attacks throughout the journey. 
Hannibal could not trust his Gallic guides and this made it even more difficult. Hannibal 
bivouacked on large bare rocks to cover the passage by night of his horse and pack animals in 
the gorges below. Snow was falling, it was very, very cold, and the soldiers and animals were 
wet, hungry and frightened. 
Very often landslides blocked the narrow tracks and a lot of time was lost just trying to clear 
the paths. 
Finally on the 15th day after a journey of 5 months from Cartagena, with 20,000 foot soldiers, 
6,000 cavalry and only few of the original 38 elephants, Hannibal arrived in Italy.  
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5) Work is checked. 
 

6) Find yourself find the answers about the questionnaire.  
 
Comprehension questions on Hannibal crossing the Alps: 
 

1. Who first attacked Hannibal and his army? 
2. Who next attacked Hannibal? 
3. Give one example of how Hannibal was attacked. 
4. Was Hannibal attacked again? 
5. What was the weather like during the journey? 
6. ²Ƙȅ ŘƛŘ IŀƴƴƛōŀƭΩǎ ŀǊƳȅ ƭƻǎŜ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƛƳŜΚ 
7. Iƻǿ ƭƻƴƎ ŘƛŘ IŀƴƴƛōŀƭΩǎ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ŦǊƻƳ /ŀǊǘŀƎŜƴŀ ǘƻ Lǘŀƭȅ ǘŀƪŜΚ 
8. How many elephants has Hannibal started with? 

 
 
 
 

 
 
In a CLIL lesson you find: 
 

- Warmer 
- Language acquisition 
- Co-working 
- Negotiating language  
- Question forms 
- Cooperating 
- Defining new language 
- Self monitoring 
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What are the good management techniques? 
 
Example of phrases: 

 
 

1) Giving clear instructions for a task:   
 
Take your book, underline the words, describe, make a graph, a chart, next you need the article 
on page ...., one person should use the dictionary and the other write down the answers, do ex 
рō ŀƴŘ рŘΣ Ƴƛǎǎ ƻǳǘ рŎΧ 
 

-organising students into groups:  
Work in pairs, split into groups, work with a partner and help each other, arrange yourselves in 
a triangle, work in a group of fours, in a square,..... 

 
 

2) Checking understanding: 
 
Could you explain what we are going to do? Can anybody else help?... 

 
 

3) Monitoring and encouraging:  
 
Go ŀƘŜŀŘΣ ƎƻƻŘ ǿƻǊƪΣ ƘƻƭŘ ƻƴΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŦƛƴŜΣ ǘǊȅ ƛǘ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŘƻƴŜΣ ǿŜƭƭ 
ŘƻƴŜΣ ƎƻƻŘ ƧƻōΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊŜŀ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ΦΦΦΦΦ 

 
 

4) Questions that the students may need to ask you:  
 
How many times do we have left? Can you repeat? Could you explain it again? What does this 
word mean? Can you spell this word?, ...... 

 
 

5) Expanding a task or moving onto another:  
 
¦ǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǾƻŎŀōǳƭŀǊȅ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴǘ ƛƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǘŀǎƪΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƻǇƛŎ ŀōƻǳǘΦΦΣ ŎƘŜŎƪ 
with each othŜǊΣ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǾƻŎŀōǳƭŀǊȅ ǿŜΩǾŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎŜŜƴΣ ŦŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ƳŜ 
now ...... 

 
 

6) Checking on progress :  
 
Have you finished? How many questions have you done? Compare your answer with your 
partner..... 
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RECEPTIVE SKILLS : running a READING lesson     day 3 

 
 

There are 2 ways of reading quickly: 

 

- ScanningΥ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜȄǘΦ 

 

- SkimmingΥ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ƛŘŜŀ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜȄǘ όȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘύ 
 

You read extensively when you want to read every word and understand everything. 
 

 
Example:  Text ά9[9tI!b¢{έ  
 
Read the text quickly. 

 

ELEPHANTS 
 
Elephants are found on two continents-Africa and Asia. These two groups are, in fact, quite different 
genetically and the Asian elephant is actually more closely related to the extinct ancient mammoth 
than the African elephant. 
 
¢ƘŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ŜƭŜǇƘŀƴǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ƭŀƴŘ ƳŀƳƳŀƭΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ ƳŀƭŜǎ ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ŦƻǳǊ ƳŜǘǊŜǎ 
in height and weighing up to seven tonnes. For both African and Asian elephants, females are generally 
ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƳŀƭŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ !ǎƛŀƴ ŜƭŜǇƘŀƴǘ ŦŜƳŀƭŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘǳǎƪǎΦ 
 
Elephant are renowned not only for their incredible memories but also for their sensitive natures. They 
play, laugh, have greeting ceremonies, grieve at the loss of a family member or friend, and have even 
been observed crying. 
 
Elephants may live for over seventy years in the wild. They reach maturity at thirteen to fifteen years 
old and the cow produces a single calf (or in rare cases, twins) every two and half years. 
 
The elephaƴǘΩǎ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛǾŜ ǘǊǳƴƪ ƛǎ ŀ ǳƴƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƴƻǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǳǇǇŜǊ ƭƛǇ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŀ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ǎŜƴǎƛǘƛǾŜ ƻǊƎŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ 
over 100,000 muscle units. These trunks can grow to be very heavy and it is not uncommon to see 
elephants resting them on their tusks. The trunk is used as a tool to drink with, as it is filled with water 
and then used to hose water into the mouth. 
 
Elephants play a vital role in the variety of ecosystems they inhabit, from forest to savannah and even 
semi-desert. They clear dense undergrowth, create pathways and disperse seeds. They can also 
provide sources of water for themselves and others animals by digging waterholes in dry river beds. 
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Vocabulary - Match the word to its definition: 
 

Extinct                    To feel sad because someone or something has died 

Grieve                     A baby or very young elephant 

Tusk                        A word to describe a species that has died out 

Savannah               The long tooth, made of ivory, belonging to male elephants 

Calf                         A large flat area of land covered with grass, with few trees, found in hot country 

 
 
Skimming - Answer the following questions: 
 

Which kind of elephant is the largest? 
How long do elephants live? 
Which environments do they live in? 

 
 
Skimming -True or false? : 
 

Elephants ignore each other when they meet. 
Female elephants usually produce one calf 
The trunk has over 100,000 sense units in it. 
Elephants are famous for their negative behaviour patterns. 
African and Asian elephants come from the same genetic group. 
Elephants provide water for all the animals in their ecosystem. 

 
 
!ƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ά9ƭŜǇƘŀƴǘǎέ ǘŜȄǘΦ  
¢Ǌȅ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ōŜƭƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜȄǘ ŀǊŜ άǎƪƛƳƳƛƴƎέ ƻǊ άǎŎŀƴƴƛƴƎέΚ  
 

How are the two kinds of elephants different genetically?  
Name some of the things elephants do in social groups. 
How often do elephants have twins? 
What are elephants famous for? 
Elephants drink through the trunk. True or false? 
What surprised you about the text? 
List two new things you have learned about elephants. 
Describe how elephants are important to their environments. 

 
 
Find out questions which can check if the students have understood the text. 
 
For example: 
Can you explain why elephants are social animals? 
What the trunk is used for? 
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Example : Deducing meaning from the context 
 
[ƻƻƪ ŀǘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άǎǇǊƛƭƭέ όŀ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŜȄƛǎǘ ƛƴ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘύ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǎŜƴǘŜƴŎŜǎΦ  
First, decide what type of word it is. Then, think of two others words that could replace it. 
 

1. LΩƳ ƎƭŀŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ so sprill today!  
2. The concert was so sprilling ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ŀŦǘŜǊǿŀǊŘǎΦ  
3. I sprill Bob whenever I see him. 
4. Perhaps everyone is capable of sprill. 
5. He walked along the road, eating crisps sprillily. 
6. Simon spends every Saturday night at home sprilling. 
7. IŜΩǎ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ sprillΣ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƘŜΚ 
8. The government used to send scientists there, to find out how they could get rid of all the sprill. 
9. Sprill is cheap and easy to get for holidays. 

 
 
 

1. LΩƳ ƎƭŀŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǎƻ well (happy) today!  
2. The concert was so great ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ŀŦǘŜǊǿŀǊŘǎΦ  
3. I avoid (kiss, help) Bob whenever I see him. 
4. Perhaps everyone is capable of understanding love (love). 
5. He walked along the road, eating crisps noisily (happily). 
6. Simon spends every Saturday night at home watching TV (drinking alone). 
7. IŜΩǎ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ handsome (sensitive)Σ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƘŜΚ 
8. The government used to send scientists there, to find out how they could get rid of all the oil 

(mosquitoes, pollution, nuclear waste). 
9. Brighton is cheap and easy to get for holidays. 
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Example:  Text ά9b9wD¸-9CCL/L9b¢ Ih¦{9έ  
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Example:  Text άŜōƻƻƪǎέ  
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DISCOURSE ANALYSIS   

 
 
Using connectives ς examples : 
 

Adding: 
 

And                        I went home and had my dinner. 
Also                       Deema also went home to have her dinner. 
As well as             As well as Deema, Jaques, Lucy and Faisel also went home. 
Moreover             Moreover, it took them a long time to get there. 
Too                        But when they got home, Jorges was there too. 

 

Sequencing: 
bŜȄǘΣ ŦƛǊǎǘΣ ǎŜŎƻƴŘΣΧΦ ƳŜŀƴǿƘƛƭŜΣ ŀŦǘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜƴΣ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ 

 

The first one to arrive at the party was Johanna. The next one was Camilo. Thirdly Demba arrived as 
he had lost his way. Then Martin came with Silvi. Finally, Mish walked in and the party started. 
Meanwhile back at the office, Maggy was still working. After a while she joined us! 

 

Emphasizing: 
Above all, in particular, especially, significantly, indeed, notably 
 
Above all I would like to stress the importance of being able to spell correctly, in particular words with 
a silent consonant. This is especially important when writing an essay in an exam, and significantly 
more important when writing a business letter. Indeed it would be notably obvious if the spelling were 
incorrect. 
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Comparing:  
Equally, similarly, likewise, in the same way, as with, like 
 
When choosing a holiday, the nightlife is equally as important as the daytime activities. Similarly, you 
would need to look at each hotel and decide if they offered a different package. Likewise, you would 
need to know if one hotel was more expensive than the other. In the same way as you would look at 
any major expenditure, to ensure you have the best deal. As with buying a car, you would shop around 
until you got the best price. Like surfing the net or phoning a main dealer. 

 

Cause and Effect:  
Because, so, therefore, thus, consequently 

 

The day was very warm because there was unbroken sun all day. So everybody became very warm, 
therefore we opened all the windows.  Thus that night when the rain arrived, most of it came into the 
classroom. Consequently, the carpet and desks were ruined. 

 

Qualifying: 
However, although, unless, except, if, as long as, apart from, yet 

 

However, when we had decided which film we would go to see, there were no more arguments. 
Although Johanna still wanted to see 'Star Wars', she agreed to come with us as long as Camille could 
come too. Apart from that there were not too many problems, except that Faisel had forgotten his car 
keys, and unless we could get Nicolae to bring them with him, we would have to walk. However, if 
Tricia arrives on time we can go with her. But she hasn't arrived yet. 

 

Contrasting: 

Whereas, instead of, alternatively, otherwise, unlike, on the other hand 

 

I like to go to the theater whereas my sister likes to go to the cinema. Instead ƻŦ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ǘŜƴƴƛǎΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ Ǝƻ 
swimming. Alternatively we could go out for a meal. You'd better hurry up, otherwise ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ƭŀǘŜΦ 
Unlike your brother, you play tennis very well. On the other hand, I prefer to play with your brother as 
I always win!  

 

Illustrating: 

For example, such as, for instance, as revealed by, in the case of 

 

In the case of language student trying to find the best way to enjoy the evenings in Worthing, we need 
to examine the options. For example the nightclubs are always the most popular choice. The cinema is 
another good idea, such as the Dome on the seafront. But a theater and cinema combined, for 
instance the Connaught the choice of a play or a film is on offer. Many students enjoy socializing at the 
English pub, however as revealed by a recent survey, most students prefer the coffee bars. 
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Example: Text about άD!¦5LέΥ 
Find in the text the connectives words. 
Write a new text explaining who Gaudi was, using connectives. 
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CHECKING UNDERSTANDING- !b¢L/Lt!¢LbD {¢¦59b¢Ω{ twh.[9a{      Řŀȅ п 

 
 
Look at the following sentences and decide what problems students might have with the 

meaning of the words underlined.  

How can we help students to understand these items? 

 

1. My sister is very sympathetic. 

2. The mask is priceless. 

3. Mary is a professor. 

4. I gave up smoking. 

5. He is a stranger. 

 
Ĕ YOU COULD 

Use a dictionary 
Give synonyms 
Give an explanation 
Create alternative sentences 
 

 
¸ƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ƻƴ ǾŜǊȅ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ŀǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ 
important than the word. 
Ĕ  YOU CAN ASK concept questions : 

 
LǘΩǎ ŀ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǘƘƛƴƪΦ  
Keep these questions short, make sure they are unambiguous. 
 
For example: 
1. Does she care about you? 
4. Do I still smoke? 
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ExampleΥ ǘŜȄǘ άBIOETHICSέ  
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Checking understanding - Concept questions  
 
IŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǾƻŎŀōǳƭŀǊȅ ƛǘŜƳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘŜȄǘ άōƛƻŜǘƘƛŎǎέΦ 
Do the questions guide the students to the meaning? 
 

 
ά9ƭƛƳƛƴŀǘŜέ 
{ŜƴǘŜƴŎŜΥ άǎŎƛŜƴǘƛǎǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ eliminate ǎƻƳŜ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜǎέ 
 
Questions: 
²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ άŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǘŜέ ƳŜŀƴΚ 
Will the scientists be eliminated? 
Is this happening now, or in the future? 
 
e.g concept question : In the future, would we still have diseases ? 
 
άhǊƎŀƴǎέ 
Sentence: people want to replace their organs as they get older. 
 
Questions: 
Do people want to replace their organs? 
What are the organs made of? 
Do people want new organs when they are younger? 
 
άwŜƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜέ 
Sentence: rich people will be able to regenerate their failing organs. 
 
Questions:  
/ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ǘŜƭƭ ƳŜ ǿƘŀǘ άǊŜƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜέ ƳŜŀƴǎΚ 
Can poor people regenerate their organs? 
Is it a good thing to regenerate organs? 

 
 
Now consider how you can check the concept of these vocabulary items from the same text: 
 

ά9ȄǘŜƴŘƛƴƎέ 
{ŜƴǘŜƴŎŜΥ άŎƭƻƴƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ extending ƘǳƳŀƴ ƭƛŦŜǎǇŀƴέΦ 
 
Will cloning make people live longer? 
Will cloning make people live shorter? 
 
άCƛȄέ 
{ŜƴǘŜƴŎŜΥ άŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ fix ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ǇǊƛŎŜǎέ 
Will the treatments in companies be at the same price? 
 
ά¢ǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳέ 
{ŜƴǘŜƴŎŜΥ άŜŀŎƘ ŎŜƭƭ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ǘƻ transform itǎŜƭŦ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƴȅ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ŎŜƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅέΦ 
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Example: ǘŜȄǘ άMYSTERIES OF LOST WORLDSέ  
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Alternative ways of checking meaning. 
 
These are other methods of checking understanding, referring to vocabulary taken from 
ŀ ǘŜȄǘ ƻƴ άƳȅǎǘŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƭƻǎǘ ǿƻǊƭŘǎέΦ 
Words to be checked are in italics. 
 

1) Negative checks- checking : what the item ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ mean 
The volcano Vesuvius exploded and covered the town in lava.  
Did the Volcano remain quiet and unchanged? *  
Was the volcano safe? *  
Did the lava come from the sea? 
Was the lava very cold? 
 
Use the technique to explain/clarify these words:  
ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƛǊŎƭŜ ƻŦ massive ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǎǘƻƴŜǎέΣ  
ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŎŜ ŀ gigantic ƛǎƭŀƴŘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ !ǘƭŀƴǘƛǎέΦ                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
 

2) Personalization : relate the word or the phrase to the students themselves:  
There was art work and graffiti on the walls.  
Have you ever sprayed graffiti?  
Did you get into a lot of trouble?  
 

3) Extension : getting students to extend a sentence to demonstrate understanding 
of the concept:  

ά¢ƘŜ ǘƻǿƴǎǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŜǊŜ just living their ordinary lives.  
When the volcano erupted I was ƧǳǎǘΧΦ  
 

4) Paraphrase: extension by students. 
 
 
Think about writing the vocabulary on one side of the board. Perhaps one of the 
students will be able to explain to the others. 
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PRESENTING VOCABULARY 

 

 
Presenting vocabulary - How to define words: 
 

Here are some words and phrases you can use when you try to give a definition of a word. 
 
 

 
GENERAL 

LǘΩǎ 

 
 
a noun, an adjective, a verb etc. 
 

 
THINGS / OBJECTS 

LǘΩǎ 
LǘΩǎ ƳŀŘŜ ƻŦ 

LǘΩǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ 
LǘΩǎ 

LǘΩǎ ŀ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ 
LǘΩǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ 
You use it 
LǘΩǎ ǳǎŜŘ 

 
 
ōƭǳŜΣ ǊƻǳƴŘΣ ΧΦƛǎƘ ŜǘŎΦ 
wood, clay etc. 
wear, eat, play with etc. 
ŀ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ǿƘŜƴΧΦ 
container, bird, musical instrument etc. 
a car, a computer etc. 
to, for, when etc. 
to, for, when etc. 
 

 
PEOPLE 

LǘΩǎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ 
LǘΩǎ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƘƻ 

This person 
He / she 

LǘΩǎ 

 
 
works in, looks after etc. 
helps, stops etc. 
is often, is in charge of, wears etc. 
flies an airplane etc. 
ŀ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜΣ ŀ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦΧΦ ŜǘŎΦ 
 

 
VERBS 

LǘΩǎ ŀ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ 
It means to 

LǘΩǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊŘ ŦƻǊ 
LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ 

 
 
walking, eating, speaking etc. 
drive quickly, laugh in a very loud way etc. 
hit, look, talk etc. 
arrive, sell, win etc. 
 

 
ADJECTIVES 
LǘΩǎ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ 

LǘΩǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊŘ ŦƻǊ 
LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ 

 
 
are very tired, have just passed an exam etc. 
sad, big, happy, afraid etc. 
old, rough, optimistic etc. 
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Presenting vocabulary - matching exercises : 
Decide what the school subject is, then match an item from A with an item from B to form collocations 
to the subject. 
 

school subject A B 

e.g : Geology Rift 
Mountain 
Tectonic 
Active 
Lava 
Ocean 

Volcano 
Trench 
Chain 
Valley 
Plate  
Flow 

e.g : Sustainable 
development 

Global 
Greenhouse 
Ozone 
Acid 
Climate 
Renewable 

Energy 
Change 
Rain 
Effect 
Layer 
Warming 

e.g : Informatic Surf 
Make 
Send 
Click on 
Highlight 
Run 

A program 
An icon 
The net 
A back-up copy 
An e-mail 
Part of the text 

e.g :  
Social problems 

Race 
Drug 
Ethnic 
Human 
Single-parent 
Teenage 

Abuse 
Rights 
Pregnancy 
Relations 
Minorities 
Families 

 

Presenting vocabulary - odd exercises : 
Look at each group of words and decide which school subject they relate to.  
Then decide which the odd one is out and why. There may be more than one possible answer.  
Example: Geography : a river, a stream, a canal, a waterfall 
A waterfall is the odd one out because it flows vertically, or a canal is the ƻŘŘ ƻƴŜ ƻǳǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ Ƴŀƴ-
made whereas the others are natural. 
 

Subject  

 Al, Cu, Ag, Hg 

 2, 15, 29,113 

 James Joyce, T.S. Eliot, F. Scott Fitzgerald, Virginia Woolf 

 Electrons, protons, quarks, neutrons 

 Humerus, radius, ulna, tibia 

 Islam, Hinduism, Judaism, Christianity 
 Geothermal, hydroelectric, wind, solar 

 The Incas, the Greeks, the Romans, the Egyptians 

 A bay, a cove, a peninsula, an estuary 

 A boom, a recession, a slump, a slowdown 

 A landscape, a portrait, a still life, a watercolor 

 A clarinet, a trombone, an oboe, a flute 
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To remind the vocabulary: 
 

- Build a mind map, 
 

- ¦ǎŜ ŀ ǾƻŎŀōǳƭŀǊȅ ōƻȄ ƻǊ ά²ƻǊŘ ōƻȄέ:  

 

Everyone writes a word on a small paper (a new one, he has learnt in the previous lesson) then after 
one of us picks up a paper and he has to explain the meaning of the word written on it. Then we have 
to make a sentence with the word. 
 
We can also try to use the new words in a conversation! 
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RECEPTIVE SKILLS: running a LISTENING lesson day 5 
 

Top - down:  
 
                         TOP / UP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                            
 
 
                DOWN / BOTTOM 
 

Top : Tell about the subject  => have some ideas about the topic that will be heard 

 

Example: Audio-files άC[hh5{έ ŀƴŘ άI¦wwL/!b9{έ 
.ǳƛƭŘ ŀ ƳƛƴŘ ƳŀǇ ŀōƻǳǘ άǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊέΥ 
 

 
 
Jigsaw listening: 
One part of the class listens to a subject and the other to another subject. Then they talk together to 
ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘΦ 
Example:   floods student B / hurricane student A 
 
 
 

Background knowledge 
General informations 
 

The whole text 
 

Chunks / clauses 
 

Words / sounds 
 

Sounds 
 

 

Specific informations 
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Note taking  :   
 
The study of Child Language Acquisition                       Insight into IELTS unit 7 
 
Pre listening questions 

1. How do children learn languages ? 

2. It is important to understand how children learns ? Why / Why not ? 

3. What are some of the difficulties in studying how children learn ? 
 

TASK : Listen to the text and complete the notes below.  
Use no more three words for each answer. 

 
How to approach the task 

- Read the notes carefully to get an idea of the content and direction of the talk. 
- Notice how the notes form part of a flow chart to reflect the format or organisation of the 

talk. 
 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ because people have an ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ ƛƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ because it leads to greater understanding of language. 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ because of the difficulties encountered. 
 
Part 1 of talk 
Discussion of 

-  ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ includes  the use of diaries, recording and tests. 
-  ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ. 

 
Speech in infants under one year , child becomes aware of own language. 
Speech in children under 5 years , ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ becomes possible. 
 
Part 2 of talk 
Assist children to development of linguistic skills : 

- teaching ΧΧΧΧΧΧ language 
- teaching ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ 
- teaching ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ. 

 
 
Fascinating because people have an interest ƛƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΦ 
Important because it leads to greater understanding of language. 
Complex because of the difficulties encountered. 
Part 1 of talk 
Discussion of 

-  research methods includes  the use of diaries, recording and tests. 
-  learning language process. 

Speech in infants under one year , child becomes aware of own language. 
Speech in children under 5 years , linguistic analyses becomes possible. 
Part 2 of talk 
Assist children to development of linguistic skills : 

- teaching spoken language 
- teaching reading 
- teaching written language. 
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Listen to the lecture on child language acquisition again 
aŀƪŜ ŀ ƴƻǘŜ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ΨǎƛƎƴǇƻǎǘ ǿƻǊŘǎΩ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŜŀǊΦ /ƻƳǇŀǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊΦ 
Look at the recording script. The signpost words have been written in bold. Do you agree with them all ? 
Did you find any others , 
Now write a summary of the lectue in 150 words. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


