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GPS CHANGES DIRECTION

 

Personal navigators – those turn-by-turn digital finders usually mounted on car dashboards, with touch screen and pre-loaded maps – have become this holiday season’s must-have gizmo. They account for seven of Amazon.com's 20 top-selling electronic products this month.

Over the past year, global sales of such gadgets have doubled to 30m units. That’s small beer compared with annual sales of mobile phones or MP3 players. But with prices tumbling 20% annually, GPS (global positioning system) devices have reached a "tipping point" that has pitched them into mainstream acceptance.

This has happened faster than anyone expected, and for a simple reason: they’ve become small and light enough to make them portable. Untethered from the dashboard, personal navigators now travel as much with the owner on foot as with the car on the highway. In so doing, the device is morphing into something different and even more useful.

Thank Moore’s Law for a start. The relentless doubling of processor power every 18 months or so has endowed such devices with enough speed and storage to cope with ever-richer mapping tasks. Meanwhile, battery developments pioneered by mobile-phone makers have allowed portable navigators to run all day on a single charge.

Add a broadband wireless connection to location data from GPS satellites, digital maps packed with millions of "points of interest", spoken street names and directions, and the navigation gizmo ceases to be a passive tool. Instead, it becomes alive with real-time information about where precisely (within 15 yards) you are on the planet and what’s happening nearby.

With the wireless connection, a portable navigator can add additional content to its map, such as minute-by-minute changes in traffic and weather conditions. Dynamic data like that then make it easy to provide alternative routes. 

Adding connectivity to navigation doesn’t stop there. It can also be used to search the internet for local content while on the move. Input your likes and dislikes beforehand, and the device will search for things you might find interesting en route – an outlet of your favourite coffee chain, record store or Japanese restaurant, an old movie you have been meaning to see, or a popular hangout for folks your own age and inclination. Users have barely begun to tap navigation tools for social-networking potential. 

Real-time parking information is another service that’s set to change our driving habits. Merely showing the location of a car park is useless if the lot is full. What motorists need to know beforehand is whether there are any empty slots, and does the lot accept validation from nearby stores and restaurants. Adding such features to personal navigation gear is relatively easy once the device is connected to the internet.

As navigation technology broadens its scope, it is changing its role. Until now, it has been used to guide people to their destinations. These innovations are turning it into a mobile tool to find things of personal interest along the way. That makes the route as much an input as an output – and the journey at least as important as the destination.

Dec 14th 2007, Economist.com (abridged)
QUESTIONS

PREMIÈRE PARTIE 

 (12 points)

Résumer le texte en français et indiquer le nombre de mots.

(200 mots +/- 10%)

DEUXIÈME PARTIE 

(8 points)

Répondre en anglais aux deux questions suivantes et indiquer le nombre de mots.

1. You have bought a GPS device and are not fully satisfied with it. Write an email to the online customer service to complain about it.

 (80 words +/- 10%) 3 points
2. According to you, is it necessary to keep on upgrading (more speed, more storage, etc.)       electronic devices? 
(120 words +/- 10%) 5 points
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