MICROSOFT OFFERS RANGE OF PROGRAMS THAT RUN OFF WEB, 

NOT HARD DISK
Walter S. Mossberg, The Wall Street Journal online, December 15, 2005

The software business is making a slow transition from programs that are installed on a computer's hard disk to programs that live wholly, or partly, on external servers. These new-style programs, called Web applications, are meant to be launched and run over the Internet, from a Web browser, or from some other small piece of software on your PC.

Like all other trends in technology, this one, sometimes called "Web 2.0," is overhyped. It's been happening quietly for years, but it's a long way from replacing all the software you use.

Still, the biggest software company of all, Microsoft, has recently launched a major initiative to produce this kind of remote software. Its project, called Windows Live, is hardly unique. Google, Yahoo, America Online and many others are also offering new Web applications. But Microsoft's Windows Live may be the biggest of these efforts.

Why would Microsoft, or its rivals, want to make this switch? Well, theoretically at least, it allows them to write one program that can be used on multiple platforms -- say, both Windows and Macintosh computers, or even cellphones. And it may allow them to sell subscriptions to their software, or to sell ads that could run inside the software. It will also make it easier to update programs, and to construct programs that can synchronize data among multiple PCs or users.

Some of this stuff would clearly benefit consumers. You could fire up your favorite program from any Internet-connected device, just as you can log onto Web-based email now from any PC. And you wouldn't have to download or install updates.

But other features of this new world, like ads in software, may be annoying to many consumers. In the world of Web 2.0, people without fast, costly broadband connections would be able to do less and less with their computers. 

To get an early look at this new approach, I've been poking around in Windows Live, which is a grab bag of mostly free programs. Some, like Windows Live Messenger and Windows Live Mail, are renamed and revamped parts of the company's MSN online service. Others, like the OneCare Live security service, are new ideas. […]
Windows Live OneCare: This is a complete, managed security service, for Windows only, that will be available by paid subscription. The goal is to keep a computer constantly protected and updated with little or no intervention from the user. It does require locally installed software, but it's managed remotely by Microsoft, the same way a corporate IT department remotely manages the security of all the computers at a company.
OneCare, which I will review in full later, also has features to keep a computer tuned up and backed up. As of now, it lacks a crucial feature: antispyware capability. But that is planned. It's at onecare.com

PREMIERE PARTIE : 12 points
 Résumer le texte en français (180 mots +/– 10 %) et indiquer le nombre de mots.
DEUXIEME PARTIE : 8 points
Répondre aux deux questions en anglais et indiquer le nombre de mots.


  1. “Microsoft Offers Range Of Programs That Run Off Web, Not Hard Disk” What are the advantages 

        and disadvantages of this new formula for using computer programs ? 

        (120 mots +/– 10 %)  
 (5 points)
   2. The big losers will be the people who can’t afford “fast costly broadband connections”. Do you  think that these new programs will stress the digital divide between rich and poor countries ?

(80 mots +/– 10 %)  
 (3 points)
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